“Ramadan”
“During an accompanying course with young people [awaiting recognition of their status as isolated
foreign minors by the Children's Welfare who attend our association, a volunteer (George.) takes a
young person (Ali.) apart, but everyone can hear their conversation. They are discussing about
Ramadan George, a little upset, advised him not to do Ramadan and insisted that it could harm his
career. If, for example, he was accepted into the CAP cuisine, how would he do to follow the courses
like the others? To taste the recipes, for example? Ali is a little embarrassed, smiles but doesn't really
answer. As I have witnessed this kind of scene several times, as I know George's position on
Ramadan (which would prevent Ali to study, make young people tired, harm their integration), I am
a little annoyed. I think we don't have to intervene in the religious life of young people, I intervene a
little later, I try to reassure Ali, by telling him that we don't all agree on that, that he will do as he
wants when the time comes.”
Paris, May 2019

IDENTITIES OF THE NARRATOR AND THE PERSON(S) TRIGGERING THE SHOCK
is a single 32 years old algerian who's been in France from a year or two. This incident takes place at
a party after a worshop in which the narrator is a trainer and the other person is a participant.

THE NARRATOR

Solange is a 24 years old
heterosexual French woman.
She did five years of study in
social sciences and she's a
member
of
a
Parisian
organization. She has travelled
a lot.

THE OTHER PERSON(S)

SIMILARITIES / DIFFERENCES

George is a 46 years old
homosexual French man. He
did five years of study in
economics and he's a founder
of the association offering
preparatory classes for nonaccompanied minors. He is
very engaged in the association
and the support of young
migrants.

They share the same social class, study level, the
fact that they're not migrants, their nationality
and the two of them are politically on the left.
Their differences are in their sexualities, their
ages, their positions in the association and also
in their political statements : they're both on the
left but the narrator is more left-wing with
intersectional readings while the other person is
on the more centrist socialist left.

CONTEXT
is a single 32 years old algerian
who's been in France from a
PHYSICAL CONTEXT
year or two. This incident takes
place at a party after a
worshop in which
the narrator
The incident
took place in a computer lab in a facility for
is a trainerassociations
and the otherin Paris
person is a participant.

LARGER SOCIAL CONTEXT
The association offer classes of French and
mathematics to non-accompanied minors so that
they can join the French school system as soon as
possible. Volunteers such as George do the bulk of
the work. It is not uncommon that volunteers also
host young people in their own home.

OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT
Ali is a young migrant taking part in the classes
offered by the association.
The other young people - about fifteen – were in
the same space but a bit further away, they
probably did not hear the conversation.

PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP, ANTECEDENTS
This kind of incident is not new to the association.

FRAME OF REFERENCES OF THE NARRATOR “SOLANGE”

LASSITUDE
FRUSTRATION

EM
B

AR
A

D
INE
A
R

SS
M

T

NS
CO

EN

T

George advises against following Ramadan to a young
person in front of others in an emotional tone.

Ideal of horizontality/of symmetry of the relations:
This ideal is complicated in the French system where
school pedagogical practices are very much based on
verticality. It is preferable to go beyond the
asymmetric schema: "I make you learn and you learn"
and to restrict it to math or French classes. It should
not apply to other issues and areas of life, in which it is
important to be able to share while listening to the
questioning. This mode of asymmetric relationship
accentuates forms of domination.

Respect for choice: Do not use your
status to influence or go against the
other's decision. Do not question your
rationality.

Communication:
Respect
privacy,
confidentiality, do not talk about private matters
in front of others. Not to mention them before
they tell us about them; it is better to wait until
they take the first step. A certain neutrality is
desirable. Showing empathy is acceptable but
showing anger or anger towards young people is
to be avoided. It is also possible to enter into
dialogue/debate on religious issues.

Secularism (Laïcité): To be able to exercise one's religion without
violating the freedom of others. Ali's choice to do Ramadan does
not affect the freedom of others. For her, secularism (laïcité) is not
masking or making her religion invisible, it is being able to practice
without being questioned or excluded by others.

Respect for religious practices: it has a rather positive
representation of Ramadan (shared and festive meals,
meeting each other, conviviality). Thanks to her knowledge
and experience, she can relate Ramadan to other fasting rites
in other religions. Thus, the transition between professional
and personal identity can be a resource for the professional
and pedagogical interaction.

Ideal for integration: An individual outside of a
social group needs to learn the codes in order to
be accepted into this new group. This does not
mean renouncing old codes. It is up to each
individual to choose his or her ideal of integration,
in harmony with the original cultural background,
perceived as rewarding and important. For
example, for those who forget their codes and
only speak to their children in the new language,
this is a loss that can be violent.

FRAME OF REFERENCES OF THE PERSON AT THE ORIGIN OF THE INCIDENT “GEORGES”

George advises against following Ramadan to a
young person in front of others in an emotional tone.

Priorities / Fulfilment of his mission: He
prioritizes Ali's needs according to their
urgency for his future. In his schooling,
wasting time can be detrimental to him. It
can be played to the nearest month to get
papers,
enroll
in
a
professional
baccalaureate, in a CAP, find an employer, be
able to work before your 18th birthday.

Performance/ Success: Ramadan is a
month of fatigue. Without food, we lack
concentration, these are lost hours. To
succeed, you have to give it your all,
even if it means working 11 hours a day.

Integration: To be able to be
autonomous, everyone must
give themselves the means to
succeed in this society, even if
it means skipping some of the
rites.

Solidarity: Young people are not
recognized, supported by the
institution that should recognize
them. It is necessary to ensure what
the state is not able to do. Young
people are "teenagers" cut off from
their external resources, from their
usual
supports,
they
need
support/assistance.

Individualism: The individual
has his or her freedom of choice
in relation to his or her
community. "you do what you
want": we can choose not to
follow community rites or rules.

Authority: Having accompanied many
young people gives him the symbolic
capital to be in a position of authority.
Its mission is not just to expose
possibilities, but also to be able to
present/value a choice that seems
superior, optimal. Young people can
contradict him, they have a margin of
maneuver.

Paternalism: The members of
the association are sometimes
the only advisers for these
young people. Their role goes
beyond the initial role and
evolves towards a feeling of
paternal responsibility.

Physical integrity:
health is a priority,
it comes before
spiritual, religious
needs.
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