
“Girls drink”

“I had recently arrived to Barcelona, and I was out with my friends at a bar. I started talking to a girl; 
she was nice. I ordered a beer, and to my surprise, so did she. This was my first shock, because where 
I come from girls do not drink alcohol. As the night went on the girl kept on drinking, and I realized 
that everyone around me was doing so, and people were kissing each other, being very sexual. At 
one point she started to flirt, in a very obvious way, which shocked me even more. After a while my 
friends and I went home. The next day, I told my friend what had happened. He had lived in 
Barcelona for a while. He replied that here it was normal that girls drank and flirted, especially at 
night. He told me that here when people go out to bars, it is normal for people – both girls and guys 
– to drink a lot and also to engage in sexual behaviors. I was really shocked by his answer.”
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IDENTITIES OF THE NARRATOR AND THE PERSON(S) TRIGGERING THE SHOCK

is a single 32 years old algerian who's been in France from a year or two. This incident takes place at 
a party after a worshop in which the narrator is a trainer and the other person is a participant.

A 28 years old Catalan woman.

THE OTHER PERSON(S)

A 30 years old Indian man. He’s 
a heterosexual migrant.  He has 
a relaxed practice of the 
Sikhism. He has no formal 
schooling. He has been in 
Barcelona for less than a year.

THE NARRATOR

The only two things that bring them together are 
their ages and sexualities (they’re both 
heterosexual). However, their differences show 
in their genders, their origins and also in their 
ways to apprehend Catalan culture: the woman 
is from Catalonia and the narrator is brand new 
in this country.

SIMILARITIES / DIFFERENCES

CONTEXT

is a single 32 years old algerian 
who's been in France from a 

year or two. This incident takes 
place at a party after a 

worshop in which the narrator 
is a trainer and the other 
person is a participant.

There are other young people in the bar, a mix of 
Catalans / Spanish and foreigners, socialized into 
secular European style. 

OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT

They were at a bar.

PHYSICAL CONTEXT

None.  

PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP, ANTECEDENTS

It was at a bar, in the context of an informal evening, 
entertainment place with alcohol on offer. Here, people go 
out to disinhibit themselves, relax, meet with friends, dance 
and have fun. It is common that this process involves drinking 
alcohol and engaging in casual sexual behaviors, without any 
social consequence or social “frown-upon”.  Europe is the 
region of the world where the most alcohol is consumed.  
Alcohol is usual accompaniment of dinners and social 
occasions and an almost unavoidable ingredient to 
celebrations.  Alcohol is also a popular ingredient of 
adolescents’ and young people’s socializing activities.  While 
drinking alone may have a negative representation, the social 
consumption does not.

LARGER SOCIAL CONTEXT



FRAME OF REFERENCES OF THE NARRATOR “ARJUN”

MISUNDERSTANDING

SHOCKED

UNCOMFORTABLE
DISBELIEF

Taboo of explicit female 
sexuality: for girls who respect 
themselves, female sexuality 
should be restricted and 
intimate, and should not be 
shown in public.

When the girl asked for a beer, and kept on doing so the 
rest of the night, and even engaged in flirting.

Representation of women 
as “good girls”: respectable 
girls don’t drink alcohol.

Asymmetrical gender roles: 
different values and behavior 
preferences apply for males and 
females.

Negative representation of alcohol: the 
consumption of alcohol just as other intoxicants is 
prohibited for practicing Sikhs.  Even if the narrator 
has a relaxed practice, this negative representation 
still may be connected to alcohol.





When the girl asked for a beer, and kept on doing so 
the rest of the night, and even engaged in flirting.

Gender equality: women 
are as free as men to go 
out, drink, have fun and 
engage in casual sexual 
behaviors with little 
differentiation between 
men and women

Representation of partying: going out at night means 
it is OK to drink, talk to strangers in provocative ways, 
engage in sexual behaviors, and in general relax and be 
more disinhibited than would be permissible during the 
day or in other contexts. Bars are to have fun, 
understood in this uninhibited way.  

Flirting is an acceptable way of 
showing one’s sexual attraction for 
women as well as men.

FRAME OF REFERENCES OF THE PERSON AT THE ORIGIN OF THE INCIDENT “CATERINA”

Representation of alcohol: it’s OK to drink 
alcoholic beverages in social occasions.  
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