
“Girls just want to have fun”

“Not too long after arriving to Barcelona, I started dating a Spanish girl. We really liked each other 
and had fun together. After about a year and a half dating each other, an incident happened. One 
afternoon we were chatting and just relaxing, talking about different things. At one point in the 
conversation I talked about marriage and having children, and how this was really important to me 
and to my family. She said she didn't want to get married nor have kids, ever. I didn't understand 
what she meant: how could she not want to get married and have a family? She was upset that I did 
not understand her. I was upset because I did not understand how she could think that. After that 
conversation I couldn't see her the same way. We broke up a couple of weeks afterwards.”

Barcelona, 2014



  

 

 

IDENTITIES OF THE NARRATOR AND THE PERSON(S) TRIGGERING THE SHOCK

is a single 32 years old algerian who's been in France from a year or two. This incident takes place at 
a party after a worshop in which the narrator is a trainer and the other person is a participant.

Alba is a 28 years old Catalan 
woman.

THE OTHER PERSON(S)

Sai is a 30 years old Indian man. 
He’s a heterosexual migrant 
who has a relaxed practice of 
the Sikhism. He has no formal 
schooling, has been in 
Barcelona for a couple of years.

THE NARRATOR

The only two things that bring them together are 
their ages and sexualities (they’re both 
heterosexual). However, their differences show 
in their genders, their origins and also in their 
ways to apprehend Catalan culture: the woman 
is from Catalonia and the narrator is brand new 
in this country.

SIMILARITIES / DIFFERENCES

CONTEXT

is a single 32 years old algerian 
who's been in France from a 

year or two. This incident takes 
place at a party after a 

worshop in which the narrator 
is a trainer and the other 
person is a participant.

None.  

OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT

They were in the narrator’s flat in Spain.  

PHYSICAL CONTEXT

They were dating each other for a few weeks.  

PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP, ANTECEDENTS

Traditionally a Catholic country, giving importance to 
marriage, Spain has seen some new developments 
concerning the institution of marriage: the average 
age for getting marriage is 35 for women and 37,8 for 
men. Catalonia’s rates are even higher: 35,7 for 
women and 38,6 for men (2017 data from 
www.statista.com - 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/451195/numb
er-of-marriages-in-spain/). The overall popularity of 
marriage has also halved in the last three decades 
(https://www.barcelona-
metropolitan.com/features/%28almost%29-all-
you-need-to-know-about%3A-marriage/)

LARGER SOCIAL CONTEXT

http://www.statista.com/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/451195/number-of-marriages-in-spain/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/451195/number-of-marriages-in-spain/
https://www.barcelona-metropolitan.com/features/(almost)-all-you-need-to-know-about:-marriage/
https://www.barcelona-metropolitan.com/features/(almost)-all-you-need-to-know-about:-marriage/
https://www.barcelona-metropolitan.com/features/(almost)-all-you-need-to-know-about:-marriage/


FRAMES OF REFERENCES OF THE NARRATOR “SAI”

ANGRY

INCOMPREHENSION

HURTSAD

Family as community and as 
a value: family is the central 
unit around which life is 
organized, and marriage is the 
way in which this unit grows 
and is established. Being 
married and having children is 
an essential component of a 
full adult life.

Sai proposes to Alba, and her response is that she 
doesn’t want to get married or have children – ever.

Representation of family as the 
main system of social security: 
parents take care of children, 
and when they grow old, children 
take care of parents, and in a 
family everyone takes care of 
each other and share resources.

The role of parents: being 
a parent gives a meaning to 
life, and parents represent 
a core sense of meaning to 
their young children.

The importance of family 
bonds: although there are many 
forms of relationships 
(friendship, professional, etc.), 
the tightest and most important 
bond is that established with 
your family, because it is the 
most secure and reliable.

An individual’s life cycle in a 
collectivist orientation: in a more 
collectivist system there is a clear and 
linear progress in each individual’s life 
cycle connected to their role with 
respect to the other members of the 
community and family. After childhood 
comes adolescence, then adulthood, 
parenthood with the creation of the new 
family etc. There is a certain evidence in 
the respect of these stages and the roles 
that come with them. The role of the 
individual is to successfully fulfil the role 
that the society / community offers him 
or her.





Representation of the state as 
the main system of social 
security: the state of well-being 
assures the security of individuals 
regardless of family composition.

Role of the individual in an 
individualistic society: The 
meaning of life is given by the 
notion of the self, unfolding one’s 
own potential, following one’s own 
desires and not by family ties and 
bonds.

Identity of women beyond 
family roles: women have 
individual freedom and the 
central component of their 
identity is not family, but 
rather the ability to satisfy 
her own needs.

FRAMES OF REFERENCES OF THE PERSON AT THE ORIGIN OF THE INCIDENT “ALBA”

Representation of 
Marriage: Marriage is 
not the culmination of 
one’s desire, but an 
outdated institution.

Representation of 
motherhood: Children are not a 
necessity, but an option to take if 
it coincides with woman's own 
plans. They are not the only 
possible meaning in life for a 
woman.

Sai proposes to Alba, and her response is that she 
doesn’t want to get married or have children – ever.
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