
“ Predator in the training”

“A 2 year long training on how to become a manager in the pop music industry has just started. I was the initiator and the 
leader of the training program and I also participated in it as a trainer. My new group included about 20 people, most of 
them in their 20s. We were out to visit a music club (to study its operations) and after it ended everyone headed home. It 
turned out that one of the students (let’s call her Ruth) lived very near to me, in the opposite building of my flat. Ruth was 
a lesbian girl, about 27 year old, with short hair and with an angry, a little masculine face. She started to talk about 
another student of the class, Clara – a beautiful, blond 19 year old girl– who she really fancied. Ruth told me that she 
wanted to tempt Clara “to join the other side” (to experience a Lesbian relationship). Ruth proudly added that she 
managed to arrange hook-ups with heterosexual girls before. I was confused, did not know what to do (shall I listen to this 
and say nothing, like a therapist?). Then, a couple of months later, we again went home together from a training event by 
tram and Ruth started to boast to me that her “project” with Clara is progressing, that she is very close to reach her goal, 
as Clara was already out to party with her and her girlfriend, got drunk, and did “interesting things”. At this point I became 
very upset and shouted at Ruth: I feel sick, I don’t want to participate in it! Leave me out of this! I felt that I was getting 
involved in a situation, where one of my trainees coldly targets another trainee of mine in a way that can be potentially 
traumatizing for the “target” person. I felt confused what to do, shall I intervene or not? Can I stay out if this at this point?”     

       Hungary, 2016



  

 

 

Florence is a 37 years old 
Hungarian and heterosexual 

woman. She works as a 
leader in a training program 
and she’s also a professor.

Ruth is a Hungarian and 
lesbian woman who’s 27 

years old. She’s a barmaid 
and a trainee in the 

narrator’s workshop.

What brings them together are their genders, their 
belongings in the middle class, their Hungarian 
nationalities, their native tongues and also their 
status in Hungary (legal). What separates them are 
their sexualities, their ages, their relationship 
status (the narrator is in a relationship), their jobs 
are also different as their status in the workshop.

The situation takes place on a tram towards home.

It was full of people, Ruth and Florence had to be 
physically close. Also, it was outside of the usual 
context where trainer and trainee interact.

In the official context Ruth would not have volunteered 
such information about herself.  The change of context 
is one of the reasons the incident happened. The 
physical closeness (and the fact that they headed home 
together) might have generated a feeling of intimacy in 
Ruth and it might have contributed to the sharing of 
intimate details.

“According to a new survey by the Eurobarometer, 
most Hungarians are extremely dismissive of LBGTI 
people, and the rate has greatly increased over the 
last few years. This attitude is consistent across most 
issues connected with LGBTI rights, and it is in line 
with Fidesz's policy.  The proportion of those who feel 
uncomfortable when two gay men publicly express 
their emotions, hold hands or kiss each other has 
increased the most in Hungary among the EU member 
states. Since 2015 the quota has increased by 13 
percent, and 69 percent of Hungarian society holds 
this attitude – a recently published report  by 
Eurobarometer shows.”

https://www.europeandatajournalism.eu/eng/News/D
ata-news/Homophobia-is-on-the-rise-in-Hungary
(30 October 2019)

Clara, a 19 year old girl, also participating in the 
training – though she is not physically present she 
is in the center of the conflict between the two 
protagonists

Clara is heterosexual, beautiful, young and  
(according to the narrator) inexperienced.   

IDENTITIES OF THE NARRATOR AND THE PERSON(S) TRIGGERING THE SHOCK

is a single 32 years old algerian who's been in France from a year or two. This incident takes place at 
a party after a worshop in which the narrator is a trainer and the other person is a participant.

CONTEXT

is a single 32 years old algerian 
who's been in France from a 

year or two. This incident takes 
place at a party after a 

worshop in which the narrator 
is a trainer and the other 
person is a participant.

PHYSICAL CONTEXT

At the moment of the incident Florence and Ruth have 
known each other for several months from the 
training.

PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP, ANTECEDENTS

SIMILARITIES / DIFFERENCESTHE OTHER PERSON(S)THE NARRATOR

OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT

LARGER SOCIAL CONTEXT

https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/search/discrimination/surveyKy/2251
https://www.europeandatajournalism.eu/eng/News/Data-news/Homophobia-is-on-the-rise-in-Hungary
https://www.europeandatajournalism.eu/eng/News/Data-news/Homophobia-is-on-the-rise-in-Hungary


A trainee tells the facilitator about her project of seducing one of 
the other participants.  She says: “´I am close to successfully 

finish my project; Clara already did “interesting things”.

Importance of boundaries in the trainer-
trainee relationship: Florence finds it 
important to have strong boundaries 
towards trainees, not to share too much with 
them and she does not want to be involved 
in their private lives either.

A trainee-trainer relationship remains professional even 
if they are physically outside of the “official context”: 
though Ruth and Florence were traveling on a tram towards 
home and the discussion took place after the educational 
programme, Florence expected to have a professional 
discussion with Ruth (for example to hear how Ruth enjoyed 
the professional programme they were engaged in).

Importance of not judging others: Florence feels that people 
should not judge others, and as she judged Ruth it generated 
confusion for her in this case.

Responsibility to intervene in case a student 
represents a danger for others: Florence does 
not want to be involved in the students’s lives 
unless she learns that the behavior of a student 
can cause harm to other students. In this case, 
she has an obligation to intervene, otherwise she 
becomes an accomplice. A trainer should provide 
a safe space for the trainees.

Innocence is a value to be protected, night life is 
dangerous: Florence thought that Clara’s lack of 
romantic/sexual experience makes her vulnerable 
and someone needs to warn her about the dangers of 
some people who work in the night life.

Treating someone’s seduction 
as a “project” is a sign of 
manipulation: Florence thought 
that the way Ruth talked about 
Clara indicated that Ruth 
wanted to seduce Clara just to 
test her seduction skills.  

It is potentially traumatic to 
experiment with non traditional sexual 
relationships for people who had no 
romantic experience before:  Florence 
thinks that it can cause long term harm if 
someone is coerced into a lesbian 
relationship at a very young age, while she 
is heterosexual.

Beauty is power: Florence was suspicious of her own 
motivations, first she thought that she might feel jealous of Clara 
as Clara – with her youth and beauty – had such a huge effect on 
others.

FRAMES OF REFERENCES OF THE NARRATOR “Florence”

ANGRY
SCARED

DISGUSTED

CONFUSED

Homophobia is not tolerated in 
the art world: Florence thought that 
in the art world people might label 
her as homophobic if she gets into a 
conflict with a lesbian girl; she was 
afraid that Ruth would present this 
conflict to others as an attack on her 
as a lesbian. 

Honesty as an important value: 
Florence thought that Ruth used 
manipulation to involve Clara into 
something that might not be in line 
with Clara’s true desires. Florence 
thought that Ruth was manipulative as 
she talked about the seduction of Clara 
as if it was a secret project. Representation of the perfect 

victim/prey: A 19 years old, beautiful and 
innocent young woman does not have the 
emotional or cognitive resources to protect 
herself against a seducer and will certainly 
become prey / victim. 

Representation of a predator: For Florence, 
Ruth represented the profile of a predator 
both physically and psychologically (she 
looked manly, rough, manipulating, she 
seemed to have no shame, could control her 
emotions throughout, seemed cold).



A trainee tells the facilitator about her project of seducing one of 
the other participants.  She says: “´I am close to successfully 

finish my project; Clara already did “interesting things”.

Sexual experimentation can lead to personal 
development: Ruth thought (and she shared this 
with Florence) that by involving people in 
experiments with their sexual identity, she just 
helps them to develop their personality.

Sexual needs/orientation is not always 
evident/expressed: Ruth thought that people can be 
unaware of or not open about their sexual needs, 
wishes.

Others admire people who are good 
at seduction: Ruth might have wanted 
to impress Florence with this story and 
she might have been surprised to see 
that Florence did not react the way she 
had imagined.

Liberal people support 
experimentations with sexual 
identity: Ruth might have 
thought that Florence opposed 
to her plan as she was a lesbian, 
so Florence was not a liberal 
(while she presented herself as 
such).

There are people who can 
see through others: Ruth 
might have felt that she can 
know better what Clara 
really needed than Clara 
herself. 

Trainers and trainees can discuss their private lives with each other: 
Ruth thought that it is within the boundaries of her relationship to 
Florence to share her details of private sexual lives and plans. 

FRAMES OF REFERENCES OF THE PERSON AT THE ORIGIN OF THE INCIDENT “RUTH”
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