“Undressing”
“When I had just arrived at the fine arts school in France in 2014, I saw my classmates taking off
their sweaters when they were hot, in the amphitheatre or outside.... More specifically, I remember
a comrade (Laurene) removing her sweater in the amphitheatre during art history class. She was
sitting in front of me and to the left. She was often doing this gesture in her daily life. She was
wearing a tank top under the sweater and I didn't know where to look and how to react to her
action. At first, for me, it was a shock because in Korea, nobody takes off their sweaters. We wear
a jacket, a shirt that closes with a zip or buttons. Then I thought that the act of lifting your arms
and taking off your sweater in front of someone can be interpreted as a sign of provocation.”
Paris, April 2014

IDENTITIES OF THE NARRATOR AND THE PERSON(S) TRIGGERING THE SHOCK
is a single 32 years old algerian who's been in France from a year or two. This incident takes place at
a party after a worshop in which the narrator is a trainer and the other person is a participant.

THE NARRATOR

is 19 years old, she comes
from South Korea, from a
rural region. She has just
arrived in France for the
start of the academic year.
She is not very religious.
She belongs to the middle
social class.

THE OTHER PERSON(S)
Laurene is a year younger
than the narrator, 18 years
old. She is a White French
girl enrolled at the same
University.

SIMILARITIES / DIFFERENCES

What brings them together is that they are
inscribed into the same university, same
class. What separates them are: their
country of origin, their status in France
(immigrant vs. native) their skin color.
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OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT
There were 40 students present as well as the
professor. These tended to be French with more
or less the same identity with Laurene. The lack of
any kind of reaction from the professor for
Laurene’s gesture made the narrator realize the
particularity of her reaction.

LARGER SOCIAL CONTEXT

PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP, ANTECEDENTS

There was no significant age difference between the
students who have already established close
relationships as friends. The narrator was feeling familiar
and comfortable being surrounded by friends.

There has been a friendship established between the
two of them before the moment that the incident took
place.
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A comrade (Laurene) removed her sweater with
the gesture of raising both arms to the
amphitheatre during the class. She was wearing
a tank top under the sweater.

Rigidity of dress codes: Korean context: All
middle school students as well as high school
students in South Korea wear the uniform with
very strict rules: ban on varnishes, make-up and
on certain hairstyle etc. The narrator who had just
graduated from high school in Korea had little
freedom concerning her dress-code.

Vulnerability: As arms are raised to remove the sweater, the
narrator can't see the outside, she can't move.

Intimacy / Modesty: The change of clothing must be
done discreetly. It is necessary to show to others only the
finished step. The narrator has the same experience of
discomfort with people who are putting on makeup on
the subway.
The body is precious. It shouldn't be shown to anyone.
Especially for women, the upper part of the body must be
well reserved.

Undressing in public as a sign of lack of respect:
.
According to the frame of reference of the
narrator, sexy clothes aim to attract sexual
attention of men. So if sexy outfits are revealed
once a woman is taking off the cloth meant to
cover the underneath, she can be perceived as a
provocative.

Asymmetry in Korean culture: Unequal
pay and social position that does not
accept women as independent and
autonomous beings and insists on
belonging to male authority.

FRAMES OF REFERENCES OF THE PERSON AT THE ORIGIN OF THE INCIDENT “LAURENE”

A comrade (Laurene) removed her sweater
with the gesture of raising both arms to the
amphitheatre during the class. She was
wearing a tank top under the sweater.

Individualism: Lauren does not seem to care
about the judgment of others. Instead, she focuses
on her needs and on her desires.

Security / Trust: She trusts her
surroundings to not interpret her act in a
sexual or rude way.

Firmness: The amphitheatre is a closed and reserved space only for those
who are concerned. Laurene was surrounded by people that she knew well.

Legitimacy: Some comrades were not
focused on the session and they were
looking at their phones. The informal
atmosphere allowed her to feel
comfortable.

Orizontality: The hierarchy between teachers and students in fine arts is relatively less
strict than other institutions.
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