
“Naked”

“In the framework of my work in an association, we organized several workshops and one of these 
was about intimacy and love. The participants were young migrants, some of them minors who are 
living in a hosting house we usually work with. During one of these workshops we were doing a 
collage activity about love. One of the guys, Ahmed, showed me a picture of a naked woman in a 
magazine and asked me if Rebecca, one of my colleagues also looked like this when she is naked. 
He already talked to me about her many times, telling me “she is sexy, she’s in my heart”, etc… 
I was totally speechless and I had a strange, silly smile on my face, and I finally just told him “ I don’t 
know”       

Paris, April 2019



  

 

 

is a 30 years old egyptian 
single man who works in a 

parisian association.

is a 20 years old afghan man 
who's also single. He is a 

participant of the workshop 
organized by the narrator's 

association.

What brings them together are their gender, 
their single status, and their sexual orientation. 
What seperates them is their age difference, the 

time they spent in France (6 years for the 
narrator vs 1-2 years for the other person), their 
nationalities, their religions and their status in 

the workshop.

The situation happens in one of the rooms of the 
association during a workshop.

It took place in a safe space. The subject of the 
workshop was intimacy and love. He asked Bassem 
that in the middle of the work, it was the afternoon. The 
environment was very calm and chilling.

Other colleagues and the other participants were 
present in the room, but they weren’t close when 
Ahmed spoke to Bassem.

Maybe another participant could have heard 
something because he was close by.

IDENTITIES OF THE NARRATOR AND THE PERSON(S) TRIGGERING THE SHOCK

is a single 32 years old algerian who's been in France from a year or two. This incident takes place at 
a party after a worshop in which the narrator is a trainer and the other person is a participant.

CONTEXT

is a single 32 years old algerian 
who's been in France from a 

year or two. This incident takes 
place at a party after a 

worshop in which the narrator 
is a trainer and the other 
person is a participant.

PHYSICAL CONTEXT

Ahmed did say things about Rebecca before. Things 
like “she’s my wife, she’s in my heart” etc. 

PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP, ANTECEDENTS

SIMILARITIES / DIFFERENCESTHE OTHER PERSON(S)THE NARRATOR

OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT

LARGER SOCIAL CONTEXT



The narrator says he would never im
agine that someone 

could asked him something this private so directly. He 

stayed still 
for a long tim

e before answering him.

One of the participants of a workshop shows a photo of a 
naked woman and asks if his colleague Rebecca also 

looks like this when she’s naked.

Dealing with nudity in public: In general, Bassem 
is not used to talk about nudity in this way, even 
with people next to him, and so it was very 
shocking for him that Ahmed asked this. Dealing 
with nudity in public can change from culture to 
culture, and from the situation we are in, the 
people we are with…

Responsibility for 
protecting the intimacy of 
the colleague: Bassem 
couldn’t be able to answer 
nor to protect his colleague, 
he felt like he was not able to 
act properly.

Professional relationships between social workers and 
participants: even if they already met, they have almost the same 
age and the same migrant background, they are not friends. Ahmed 
is a participant while Bassem is a facilitator, even if the workshops 
are always organized in a very cool environment it still is a 
professional relationship. True is that the subject of the day was 
intimacy and sexuality, so this could have thickened the 
boundaries. His professional attitude of being too permissive let 
him unable to deal with this situation and left him speechless

Disrespectful talking about human 
beings like sexual objects: Bassem 
was upset about his way of talking 
about women, dealing with them just 
for their outside appearance and 
imagining them as objects.

Transgression: he was upset 
because for him it was like if 
Ahmed was entering in his 
colleague private sphere 
without asking nor being 
invited to, in a very violent 
way. Bassem felt like he was 
not able to defend her from his 
attack.

Underlining stereotypes about 
young migrants’ men: For 
Bassem, a man, the way Ahmed 
talked and expressed himself was 
very demeaning of the entire 
category of men. Moreover, Ahmed 
acted in a way many politicians 
claim to be the only way young 
migrants deal with sexuality, 
reinforcing preconceptions about 
migrants (who Bassem also is).

Sexual education: Bassem 
thinks that this way Ahmed has 
of dealing with sexuality comes 
from a loss of instruments of a 
good sexual behavior. 
Everybody should have the same 
rights and the same sexual 
education to be able to better 
manage frustration and avoid 
situations like this one.

FRAMES OF REFERENCES OF THE NARRATOR “BASSEM”

SHOCKED

SAD AND CONCERNED

DISCOMFORTED

UPSET





One of the participants of a workshop shows a photo 
of a naked woman and asks if his colleague Rebecca 

also looks like this when she’s naked.

Gender separation: Ahmed comes from a village in 
Afghanistan, a country where male and female live 
separately, there are very few contacts in between 
them outside of the family.  This is in line with a 
cultural orientation towards gender which puts the 
emphasis on the separation rather than the mixing: 
different rules of communication, of dressing and 
also spatial separation are dominant.

Searching for a partner: it may not be an individual search but more of a 
family or community responsibility. It is not an individual process. Out of his 
usual social context he may not be able to deal with this search, but he did 
not acquire the tools to fulfill this mission in a cultural appropriate way. He 
may not have the instruments to deal with girls other than bad flirting and 
comments. So, he may think that every occasion is a good occasion to look 
for a partner, seeking the help of other men, in any kind of situations.

Intimacy and love workshops: in 
this specific case, other the topic of 
the conversation, the situation was 
a workshop about love and 
intimacy, who may have settled 
some bases.

All men environment: Ahmed is a young 
migrant who came by himself, living in a 
hosting house surrounded by other young 
male migrants. He does not have many 
contacts with young ladies, except the social 
workers who however are in a higher position 
in the hierarchy, and he has no family here. 
This environment may bring him to be sexually 
excited when he is dealing with women.

Idealization of the female body: Ahmed asks 
Bassem a question related to the female body, 
talking about Rebecca in a very physical way, with no 
emotional attach. The body he referred to in the 
magazine was a very ideal body, which does not 
reflect the reality of female bodies. Ahmed imagines 
women as pictured in a magazine, available, 
idealized, however he does not really know how to 
talk to them nor deal with.

Manhood: Marriage is 
an important marker 
for masculinity; most 
men are married 
around 23. This may 
add a sense of urgency 
in his search for a 
female partner.

Acculturation: during the years he has lived here, he may 
have understood that sexuality is a more open subject, less 
taboo, more spoken about. Proof is that he was having a 
workshop about it. He may be trying to integrate inside this 
new community where girls are behaving differently than his 
former region.

FRAMES OF REFERENCES OF THE PERSON AT THE ORIGIN OF THE INCIDENT “AHMED”
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